
Meadowlark Ridge 
Elementary School

February 2021 Take Flight at Meadowlark Ridge

Schedule of 
Events

2/4/21
• Site Council 6:15 pm
• PTO 7:00 pm

2/8/21
• NO SCHOOL
• Connect 2 Learn

2/12/21
• Valentine’s Day Party

2/26/21
• NO SCHOOL
• Connect 2 Learn

Next Month:
• 3/15 – 3/19 Spring

Break, NO SCHOOL
• 3/31 – NO SCHOOL,       

.5 Parent/Teacher 
Conferences and             
.5 Workday

Valentine’s Day will be celebrated in the classroom 
on Friday, February 12th. Students can begin 
bringing cards on Tuesday, February 9th. Your 
classroom teacher or room parent will notify you 
regarding the time allotted for celebrations.
Please remember that USD 305 does not allow 
outside deliveries on Valentine’s Day. 

Valentine’s Day Class Parties

Updated Calendar: Connect 2 
Learn Curriculum Days

Three additional days have been set aside for staff collaboration 
and as a result students will not attend school on these days. The 
dates are February 8, 26 and April 19. 

Hearing screens will be done 
during music class on February 
15th and 16th for all students 
except 4th grade, unless they
are new to the district. 
Rechecks and students who 
were absent will be screened 
on March 2nd and 3rd. 

Hearing 
Screening

There will not be a school-wide mailbox to deliver 
valentines to other students throughout the building 
this year. Classroom teachers will have a bag to collect 
valentines that students bring for other MLR staff in the 
building.

No School-Wide Mailbox

Wednesday, February 3rd is World Read Aloud Day 
where students will be celebrating the joy of books 
and reading! Across the building, classrooms will 
participate in Read alouds and conversation about 
the books they have read or listened to. We 
encourage families to continue the celebration by 
reading together at home! Everybody can be 
involved!

World Read Aloud Day



Kindergarten 
Round-Up

Chronic 
Absenteeism

Character Trait of 
the Month

Friendship
Friendship is having 
a good relationship 
with someone, who 
we call a friend.

We are rounding up next year’s Kindergarten! 
Children who will be five years of age on or before 
August 31st, 2021 are eligible to attend 
Kindergarten. This years Kindergarten Round-Up 
will be held in April via Zoom. Complete the 
attached form and return it to the school or call 
the office to sign your youngster up. 
Invitations to this event will be 
mailed out early April. 

A Good Friend Is:
• Trustworthy
• Honest
• Fun
• Loyal 
• Caring
• Good Listener
• Forgiving 
• Supportive
• Helpful

Third, fourth, and fifth grade students will be 
taking the Kansas State Assessments. Third, fourth 
and fifth grade students will also complete the 
spring section of the ACT Aspire for math and 
reading. Fifth grade will complete an additional 
science portion of the ACT Aspire. First and second 
grade students will complete the spring section of 
the MAP in mathematics only. Classroom teachers 
will receive exact dates and times as the testing 
dates get closer. Please avoid these dates/times 
when scheduling appointments for your student 
during the school day. 

Spring 
Assessments

Tips to help your child succeed:
• Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep.
• Make sure your child eats breakfast.
• Make sure your child has taken any needed 

medication.
• Make sure you child is present on test day 

(children generally perform better when taking 
tests in their classroom rather than at a make-
up time).

• Get your child to school on time.
• Wish your child good luck each morning of the 

test. 
• Encourage your child to do their best.

Many of our youngest students miss 10 percent of 
the school year—about 18 days a year or just two 
days every month. Chronic absenteeism in 
kindergarten, and even preschool, can predict 
lower test scores, poor attendance and retention 
in later grades, especially if the problem persists 
for more than a year. Do you know how many 
young children are chronically absent in your 
school or community?

Why does it matter?

If children don’t show up for school regularly, they 
miss out on fundamental reading and math skills 
and the chance to build a habit of good 
attendance that will carry them into college and 
careers. 
Preliminary data found that children who were 
chronically absent in kindergarten and 1st grade 
were far less likely to read proficiently at the end 
of 3rd grade. 




